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Laakirchen Papier has achieved a lasting reduction in
its CO2 emissions and energy consumption
The investments of recent years have had a positive effect on both
the levels of energy use and CO2 emissions at the Laakirchen paper
mill. This improvement is demonstrated clearly by the Paper and
Carbon Profiles, which represent the established method within the
industry of showing environmental impact and provide an overview of
the relevant parameters. Moreover, Laakirchen Papier AG voluntarily
commissioned Quality Austria to undertake an examination of these
calculations.
During 2017, Laakirchen Papier completed a variety of reconstruction
and extension measures, in the course of which the raw material used
was switched from primary to secondary fibres. This change has
contributed greatly to a reduction in the electricity requirement
and CO2 emissions during the production of SC paper (product name
“Grapho”) to levels that are considerably lower than those prior to
the reconstruction and expansion work. Thomas Welt, the CEO of
Laakirchen Papier AG, sees the success of the paper mill’s
environmental projects as follows: “Our aim is a sustainable paper
production. We will achieve this through a particular emphasis on an
environmentally conscious process cycle and conservative resource
utilisation. Consequently, when ordering our customers can rest
assured that our products are manufactured on state-of-the-art
production facilities. Indeed, with our investments of recent years,
we have taken a major step in the right direction.”
Paper Profile – sizeable reduction in the consumption of
externally generated electricity
The Paper Profile is a voluntary environmental data sheet that
deals with the main water and atmospheric emissions emanating
from paper production. During its transition to 100% recycling
paper, Laakirchen Papier reduced significantly the values
covered by this analysis. For example, the specific chemical
oxygen demand (COD) was slashed by around a third. In addition,
the cessation of pulp purchases resulted in a drop in sulphur
emissions and solid landfill waste. The alteration to production
has also had a generally positive impact upon the consumption of
externally generated electricity with a cut of around 10% per
tonne of finished product.

Carbon Profile – CO2 emissions down by a fifth
The Carbon Profile is a statement regarding the CO2 emissions
derived from paper production and the transport of both raw and
finished materials, and follows the calculation criteria
prescribed by the CEPI. As a consequence of the reduction in the
use of chemicals and the smaller energy requirement, Laakirchen
Papier has lowered the specific CO2 emissions from SC production
by around one-fifth. Furthermore, as Thomas Welt explains, other
projects are currently in the pipeline: “The paper industry is
working hard on cutting its energy consumption. Our focus is
also on a search for additional future potential for sustainable
paper production and continuous improvements. The new hydropower plant, which will be completed in mid-2019 will have an
additional positive effect on the energy consumption of our
paper mill.”

About Laakirchen Papier AG
Laakirchen Papier AG, which is located in Laakirchen (Upper Austria)
specialises in the production and further development of super
calendered, uncoated papers (SC papers) and lightweight
containerboard for the European market. In 2017, Laakirchen Papier
AG achieved sales revenues of EUR 211.7 million and on average
employed a workforce of 461.
More detailed information at www.laakirchen.heinzelpaper.com
About Heinzel Group
The Heinzel Group, which is united under the Heinzel Holding
umbrella, ranks with its industrial locations Zellstoff Pöls AG,
Laakirchen Papier AG (both Austria), Raubling Papier GmbH (Germany)
and AS Estonian Cell (Estonia) among the largest producers of market
pulp, magazine paper and containerboard in Central and Eastern
Europe. The group’s Trading Business Area includes Wilfried Heinzel
AG, a globally active pulp, paper and board trading company, and
Europapier International AG, the leading paper merchant in Central
and Eastern Europe. In addition, Bunzl & Biach GmbH is the largest
and most important waste paper company in Austria and the leading
wholesaler in Central and Eastern Europe. The Heinzel Group’s
successful growth is based on the fulfilment of the highest customer
demands with regard to quality and efficiency.
In 2017, the Heinzel Group achieved sales revenues of EUR 1,817
million and on average employed a workforce of 2,409.
More detailed information at www.heinzel.com

Picture 1:

Caption 1. The PM11, where SC paper is produced, has a production
capacity of nearly 350.000 tons per year.
Photo credit: O. Winterleitner (www.lichtmeister.com) /
Laakirchen Papier AG (with a credit, reprints for free)
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